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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 24, 2020 

1 CALL TO ORDER 

The special meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Joe Nagel at 
the McLeod County Courthouse.  Commissioners Pohlmeier, Wright, Shimanski and Krueger were present.  County 
Administrator Sheila Murphy, Administrative Assistant Liz Danielson and County Attorney Michael Junge were also present. 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Administrator Sheila Murphy requested to add item 5B under Administration, notification of a County Board Special 
Meeting to be held at the McLeod County Courthouse Boardroom at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday March 31, 2020 with a Board 
Workshop to follow.   

Krueger moved, Shimanski seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 

3 RESOLUTION 20-CB-18 – Kevin Mathews, Emergency Management Director 

A. Consider adopting Resolution 20-CB-18, Declaration of Emergency in McLeod County.

RESOLUTION 20-CB-18 
COUNTY BOARD CONSENT TO CONTINUED LOCAL EMERGENCY PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES CHAPTER 

12, REGARDING COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) 

WHEREAS, there is an outbreak of respiratory illness, called coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), in a growing 
number of countries, including the United States and Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, federal, state, and local public health authorities have identified the public health threat posed by 
COVID-19, which may be spread from person to person; and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization deemed COVID-19 to be a pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a Presidential National Emergency, and 
Governor Tim Walz declared a Peacetime State of Emergency in Minnesota, to authorize any and all necessary 
resources to be used in support of the response to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, the Chair of the McLeod County Board declared a Local 
Emergency, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 12.29, based on the following: 

• McLeod County has not had any positive test results for COVID-19, but have implemented county building
public restrictions and partially activated the county emergency operations center;
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• The National Center for Disease Control and Prevention and the Minnesota Department of Health
recommend that any individual with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home isolation
precautions until the risk of secondary transmission to others is thought to be low;

• During this pandemic, it is possible that individuals who are not diagnosed with COVID-19 will be placed
in quarantine to control or prevent further spread of COVID-19;

• The necessary resources to respond to and recover from this pandemic will exceed those resources
available within the County, and additional resources will be needed from regional, state, and federal
sources;

WHEREAS, a local emergency may be declared by the Chair of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners, 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 12.29; and 

WHEREAS, a declaration of local emergency also invokes McLeod County's powers to rapidly provide emergency 
aid, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes§ 12.37; and 

WHEREAS, the Chair's Declaration of Local Emergency may not be continued for more than three days 
except by or with the consent of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners, pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes§ 12.29; and 

WHEREAS, the McLeod County Board finds that the COVID-19 pandemic, the potential for outbreak in 
McLeod County, and the need for extraordinary and immediate measures to protect the health, safety, 
and welfare of McLeod County residents and employees will not be resolved in the immediate future; 
and 

WHEREAS, the McLeod County Board of Commissioners further finds that the Local Emergency will last 
for more than three days; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the McLeod County Board declares that the Local Emergency remains ongoing; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the McLeod County Board consents to continuation of the Local Emergency 
until the passage of a termination resolution by the McLeod County Board; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Administrator or designee is directed to request and coordinate all 
necessary aid from local, state, and federal government; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board delegates to the County Administrator the authority to exercise 
the emergency powers outlined in Minnesota Statutes 12.37, for the duration of this Local Emergency; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all McLeod County ordinances, rules, and policies that may inhibit or prevent 
prompt response to COVID-19 are suspended for the duration of the Local Emergency, in the sole discretion of 
the McLeod County Administrator or designee, but any such suspension by the County Administrator shall be 
timely reported to the Chair of the County Board. 

Krueger moved, Pohlmeier seconded and motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 20-CB-18. 

4 COVID-19 – Sheila Murphy, County Administrator 

A. Update and discussion on the current COVID-19 situation.

Administrator Sheila Murphy summarized the actions that County Administration has been taking to prepare for and 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 this past week. 

Public Health Nurse Laurie Snegosky confirmed that there are currently no confirmed COVID-19 cases in McLeod County. 
She noted that this does not mean there are not people in the County who do not have the virus, but rather that we haven’t 
had any residents that are sick who have been tested and received a positive result.  Ms. Snegosky also reported that the 
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public phone line for COVID-19 updates will soon be available in Spanish translation. Emergency Management Director, 

Kevin Murphy, noted that this phone number information will be available through CODE RED, which will undergo a test 

alert at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow (March 25, 2020). 

The Commissioners and Administrator thanked McLeod County employees for their continued work during this pandemic. 

5 COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 

A. Notification of Board Workshop to be held on April 07, 2020 following the County Board meeting at the Glencoe

City Center Ballroom, 1107 11th Street East, Glencoe, Minnesota.

B. Notification of a County Board Special Meeting to be held at the McLeod County Courthouse Boardroom on

March 31, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. with a Board Workshop to follow.

The meeting will be available to be accessed via conference call for those who wish to not participate in-person. 

RECESS 

Pohlmeier moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to recess the meeting at 9:16 a.m. until March 31, 2020, 

9:00 a.m. at the Mcleod County Courthouse Boardroom. 

ATTEST: 
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